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Behold, the New Has Come
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SERMON NOTESSERMON NOTES
A. Calendars

1. our western calendar is mainly _______ (non-Christian) in origin

2. the Jewish calendar started with the first “moonth” in the ______
B. At year-end we look back at the past year, and forward to the next

1. we should not dwell on past _________ ... some of these that I will
put behind me are:

2. looking forward, we probably can’t change _______ ______; but
rather to accept them as they are ... so in 2002 I will apply this by:

C. Preparing for the New Year – I have two choices

1. I can do so without taking any _________ of _______

2. I can do so in a fashion that puts _______ in _______
3. If I decide on the latter, then I can prepare to

a. have my relationship with God _________: I want to do this in
2002 in the areas of :

b. follow God’s _______ for my life: in 2002 this may mean that
I take actions in the areas of:

D. God’s Four New Things for a person’s life:

1. First: there is the New ___________ of His grace in Christ Jesus
a. I know that Jesus died on the cross for my sin [] Yes  [] No
b. I have sorrowfully confessed my sin [] Yes  [] No
c. I have accepted His gift of redemption in faith [] Yes  [] No

(If I answered “No” above, why should I listen to the rest of the sermon?)

2. Second: there is the New _______ and New ________ He gives
a. I recognize that God has made me aware of His moral will in the

Bible and I let His Holy Spirit to apply it to me [] Yes  [] No
b. there is now a spiritual dimension in my life and I find joy in it:

meditating on His word and praying to Him [] Yes  [] No
c. in 2002 I want to exercise my new spiritual, moral life in Christ

by:

3. Third: there is the New _________ we are to have in our life
a. my priorities in life have changed from material possessions to

spiritual possessions [] Yes  [] No
b. I greatly love other Christians & treasure them [] Yes  [] No
c. I want to gain the following spiritual treasures in 2002:

4. Fourth: there is the New ____________ in following His will

a. God’s will is that I live a life of ____________ to Him

b. God’s will is that I should show _____________

c. God’s will is that I be filled with _____________
d. in 2002 I want to change by following God’s will as follows:

(If you have some “No” answers above, then as your pastor,  I am strongly
desirous of discussing them  with you in order to deal with your concerns.)



1. 2 Corinthians 5:17  Behold, the New Has Come

A. Calendars
1. our calendar ... pagan in the origin of the

a. names of some months 
(A) January - two-headed god
(B) February - month of expiation of gods
(C) Mars - god of war
(D) May - goddess of growth or increase

b. names of days: Sun’s day, Moon’s day, Tiw’s day, Woden’s day, Thor’s day, Frigge’s day, Saterne’s day
(A) other “weeks” were 4, 5, and “9" day
(B) Roman 9-day week really 8 days as they counted same day at start and end

c. year’s  start date, after winter solstice feast
(A) 21st Roman religion of “Sol” or sun 
(B) 25th Dies Invicti Solis - day of invincible sun
(C) this was the time of the sun’s rebirth

2. Jewish (and other ancient) calendar
a. lunar months starting with first new moon after the spring equinox
b. corresponded to agricultural year
c. months changed names at the exile

(A) 1: Abib – “Green Ears” (Exodus) / Nisan –  “Flowers” (Nehemiah)  
(B) 2: Zif “Blossom” (1 Kings 6)
(C) prior to exile, months mainly referenced by number but not always

d. was also a “commercial” year starting in the seventh month
3. first reference to month was in time of Noah

a. Gen 7:11 – (May) 2nd–day 17: start of deluge
b. Gen 8:4 – (Oct) 7th–day 17: ark rests on Ararat
c. Gen 8:5 – (Jan) 10th–day 1: mountaintops seen
d. Gen 8:13 – (Apr) 1st–day 1: Ark opened by Noah



B. Looking Back and Looking Ahead
1. nostalgia programs on year end radio, TV shows

a. looking at bad things that have happened
(A) Sep 11, 2001
(B) floods, earthquakes, famines

b. also at some “good” things
(A) the home team’s winning (’92-93 Jays)
(B) songs, movies, books

2. so we do the same thing as individuals: 2.

a. dwelling on our regrets about others’ actions
(A) “If only he hadn’t ...”
(B) danger of being held hostage by these
(C) danger of focussing on failure

b. our plans that didn’t materialize
(A) “I wish I had ...”
(B) danger of projecting failure into future

(1) “I'll probably mess up again this year”
c. disappointment in people

(A) “I was counting on her ... Oh, I wish ...!"
(B) “If wishes and buts were candy and nuts, we'd all have a wonderful Christmas”

d. a successful life, like a success holiday, does not depend on zero regrets
(A) the year 2002 will not be perfect, no matter how much we try

(1) we’ll probably be unable to change other people 
(2) hopefully, we can change ourselves

3. our messages for next few weeks here at FFBCA
a. will complete our study of 1 Thessalonians
b. “The Sanctified Life” or “Marks of the New Life”

(A) these provide direction for self-change
(B) the goal is that we live a God-pleasing life



C. Preparing for the New Year
1. we have an opportunity for a new beginning

a. don’t continue reliving the past
b. God gives us a new start

(A) for the new year
(B) for life: Therefore, if any one is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has passed away, behold,

the new has come. (2 Corinthians 5:17 RSV)

2. two ways to prepare for 2002
a. One: without taking any account of God

(A) resolutions to turn over a new leaf
(B) or, specific plans and projects to get done
(C) or, just continue in the same old grind
(D) or, partying to forget it all

b. Two: in a fashion that puts God in charge
(A) will my relationship with God deepen?

(1) how about my prayer life
(2) how about my Bible study?
(3) how about my purity? my thoughts? my discipline? my love? my works? 

(B) what are God’s plans for my life?
(1) how should I be preparing myself?
(2) what services can I perform?
(3) what changes should I make?

(a) respecting my family?
(b) respecting my job?
(c) and so on in each aspect of your life

c. in 2002 we have an opportunity to fix things, but
(A) do we want to change?
(B) Peanuts cartoon strip: 3.  — Lucy is livid at her mother – “You promised me a birthday party,” she

wails, “and now you say I can't have one.  It's not fair!” — Linus tries to intervene – “You're not



using the right strategy,” he counsels. “Why not go up to Mom and say to her, ‘I'm sorry, dear
Mother ... I admit I've been bad, and you were right to cancel my party, but from now on I shall
try to be good!’ ” — Lucy has a grimace on her face as she thinks this through.  Finally in the last
panel she cries out, “I'd rather die!”

(C) yes, that’s how we react to change: it takes self-discipline to carry it out

D. God has Four New Things for Your Life
1. first, there is a New Covenant of grace

a. Its source is found in the Lord, Jesus Christ: 
(A) Therefore if any man is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new

things have come. (2 Corinthians 5:17 NAS)
b. this covenant (agreement) was put into effect by Christ’s death on the cross:  

(A) In the same way He [that is, Jesus Christ] took the cup also, after supper, saying, “This cup is the
new covenant in My blood; do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”  For as often
as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. (1
Corinthians 11:25-26 NAS)

(B) And for this reason He [that is, Jesus Christ] is the Mediator of a new covenant, in order that since
a death has taken place for the redemption of the transgressions that were committed under the
first covenant, those who have been called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance.
(Hebrews 9:15 NAS)

2. Second, there is a New Heart and a New Spirit
a. the new nature instilled at the new birth

(A) Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! (2
Corinthians 5:17 NIV)

b. which was God’s intention from the start, for he promised this to Israel in the Prophets:
(A) “Behold, the days are coming,” says the LORD, “when I will make a new covenant with the house

of Israel and with the house of Judah — not according to the covenant that I made with their
fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant
which they broke, though I was a husband to them,” says the LORD, “But this is the covenant that



I will make with the house of Israel after those days,” says the LORD, “I will put My law in their
minds, and write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.” (Jeremiah
31:31-33 NKJV)

(B) I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone
and give you a heart of flesh. (Ezekiel 36:26 NIV)

3. Third, there is a New Affection with this new life
a. this is something that our new nature can exercise and strengthen

(A) Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all
things have become new. (2 Corinthians 5:17 NKJV)

b. the new affection is spiritually enlightened
(A) If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at

the right hand of God. (Colossians 3:1 NKJV)
c. the new affection has new values

(A) Christ said: “But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys,
and where thieves do not break in or steal;  for where your treasure is, there will your heart be
also.” (Matthew 6:20-21 NAS)

d. the new affection has its source in God
(A) Christ said:   “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved

you, that you also love one another.  By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have
love for one another. (John 13:34-35 NAS)

(B) in this we are reflecting God’s love to us

4. Fourth, there is a New Purpose in God’s will
a. the new purpose based on God’s will

(A) as God’s representatives: Therefore if any man is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things
passed away; behold, new things have come.  Now all these things are from God, who reconciled
us to Himself through Christ ... we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were entreating
through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. (2 Corinthians 5:1720 NAS)

b. and God tells us quite a few things that He wants to see in our lives ... here are a few:



(A) commitment: [serve] not by way of eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but as slaves of Christ, doing the
will of God from the heart. (Ephesians 6:6 NAS)

(B) generosity:  And they did not do as we expected [that is, giving to needy churches], but they gave
themselves first to the Lord and then to us in keeping with God’s will. (2 Corinthians 8:5 NIV)

(C) gratitude:  in everything give thanks; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. (1 Thessalonians
5:18 NAS)

E. Conclusion
1. When, in a year, you come to the end of 2002

a. will you be looking back with regrets to 2002?
b. will you be eagerly looking forward to 2003?
c. which depends a lot on how you respond to the following question:

2. Where are you with God’s Four New Things?
a. the new covenant in His blood – this is Christ’s finished work to bring us to God
b. the new heart and spirit – this is ours when we turn to God in confession and faith
c. the new affection on things above – God can change our lives where all past attempts failed
d. the new purpose in God’s will – having Jesus Christ as Lord of our lives gives life meaning for both the

present and for eternity

3. Let us start the year 2002 right by getting in step with God in these four items.
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